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Alternative 
confessions 
p8. 

Sunday Morning Service 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 

Hymn 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing  
and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore to us the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The night has passed,  
and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song will we praise our God. 

 

 
Canticle or Psalm 

Canticles p8-10 
 

 

Readings 

After each reading   

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alternative 
affirmations of faith 
p13. 

Hymn 

 

Sermon 
 

 Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

The Collect of the day is said. 

One of these responses may be used

Your kingdom come.  Your will be done.       (or)   
 

Lord in your mercy.   Hear our pray
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As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it ia in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen 

Hymn 

 

Dismissal 
 

May the Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep 
us in eternal life. Amen.      or 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you always. Amen.     or 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.
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APPENDICES 

Greetings and opening prayers 
1.  

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 
 

God in Christ has revealed his glory. 
Come let us worship. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord!

 
2.  
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Give us the joy of your saving help 
and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit. 
 

3.  
Loving God, we have come to worship you. 
Help us to pray to you in faith, 
to sing your praise with gratitude, 
and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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4.  
Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal: 
have mercy on us. 
Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal: 
have mercy on us. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Eternal God, source of all blessing, 
help us to worship you 
with all our heart and mind and strength; 
for you alone are God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

5.  
Be with us, Spirit of God; 
nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God; 
fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; 
bring strength, healing and peace. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
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Invitations to confession 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, Jesus Christ, to save 
us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal 
life. Let us confess our sin in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.  

Advent: When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.  

Epiphany: The grace of our God has dawned upon the world through 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people 
as his own. Let us confess our sins.  

Lent: The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart 
God will not despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.  

Easter: Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us 
therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our 
sins with a sincere and true heart.  

Pentecost: What God has prepared for those who love him, has revealed 
to us through his Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything. Therefore let 
us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, who has prepared good 
things for those who love him.  

Trinity: Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith.   
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Confessions 

1.  

Let us return to the Lord our God and say to him: 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For behaving just as we wish, 
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us. 

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 

For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
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2.  

Father, 
we have sinned against heaven and against you. 
We are not worthy to be called your children. 
We turn to you again. 
Have mercy on us, 
bring us back to yourself 
as those who once were dead 
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have wandered and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things 
that we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things 
that we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us. 
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us sinners. 
Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may live a disciplined, righteous and godly life, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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Canticles 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) 
 
1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,   

who has come to his people and set them free. 
2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,   

born of the house of his servant David. 
3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old   

to save us from our enemies, 
    from the hands of all that hate us, 

4    To show mercy to our ancestors,   
and to remember his holy covenant. 

5    This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:   
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6    Free to worship him without fear,   
holy and righteous in his sight 

    all the days of our life. 
7    And you, child, shall be called  

the prophet of the Most High,   
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8    To give his people knowledge of salvation   
by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9    In the tender compassion of our God   
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death,  and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

 
Luke 1.68–79 
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The Venite 

 
1    O come, let us sing to the Lord;   

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 
2    Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   

and be glad in him with psalms. 
3    For the Lord is a great God   

and a great king above all gods. 
4    In his hand are the depths of the earth   

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5    The sea is his, for he made it,   

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
6    Come, let us worship and bow down   

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
7    For he is our God;   

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 

8    O that today you would listen to his voice:   
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

    on that day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9    ‘When your forebears tested me, and put me to the proof,  

though they had seen my works. 
10  ‘Forty years long I detested that generation and said,   

“This people are wayward in their hearts; 
    they do not know my ways.” 

11  ‘So I swore in my wrath,  
“They shall not enter into my rest.”’ 

Psalm 95 
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The Jubilate – A Song of Joy 
 
1    O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth;   

serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 

2    Know that the Lord is God;   
it is he that has made us and we are his; 

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3    Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise;   
give thanks to him and bless his name. 

4    For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is 
everlasting,   
and his faithfulness endures from generation to 

generation. 
Psalm 100 

 
 

After each canticle, the following may be said:  

 

Glory be to the Father,  
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning,  
is now and shall be for ever. Amen 
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Creeds and Affirmations of Faith  

1.    
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen         cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 
 
2.    
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 
Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.       
                                                                           (cf Philippians 2.6-11) 
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3. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


